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RESOLUTION MSC.526(106) 
(adopted on 10 November 2022) 

AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL CODE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND 
EQUIPMENT OF SHIPS CARRYING DANGEROUS CHEMICALS IN BULK  

(IBC CODE) 

THE MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE, 

RECALLING Article 28(b) of the Convention on the International Maritime Organization 
concerning the functions of the Committee, 

RECALLING ALSO resolution MSC.4(48), by which it adopted the International Code for the 
Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk ("the IBC Code"), 
which has become mandatory under chapter VII of the International Convention for the Safety 
of Life at Sea, 1974 ("the Convention"),  

RECALLING FURTHER article VIII(b) and regulation VII/8.1 of the Convention concerning the 
procedure for amending the IBC Code, 

NOTING that the Marine Environment Protection Committee, at its seventy-eighth session, 
adopted amendments to the IBC Code concerning watertight doors by resolution 
MEPC.345(78), for concurrent adoption by the Maritime Safety Committee, 

HAVING CONSIDERED, at its 106th session, amendments to the IBC Code proposed and 
circulated in accordance with article VIII(b)(i) of the Convention, 

1  ADOPTS, in accordance with article VIII(b)(iv) of the Convention, amendments to the 
IBC Code, the text of which is set out in the annex to the present resolution; 

2  DETERMINES, in accordance with article VIII(b)(vi)(2)(bb) of the Convention, that the 
said amendments shall be deemed to have been accepted on 1 January 2024, unless, prior to 
that date, more than one-third of the Contracting Governments to the Convention or 
Contracting Governments the combined merchant fleets of which constitute not less than 50% 
of the gross tonnage of the world's merchant fleet have notified their objections to the 
amendments; 

3  INVITES Contracting Governments to the Convention to note that, in accordance with 
article VIII(b)(vii)(2) of the Convention, the amendments shall enter into force on 1 July 2024, 
upon their acceptance in accordance with paragraph 2 above; 

4  REQUESTS the Secretary-General, for the purposes of article VIII(b)(v) of the 
Convention, to transmit certified copies of the present resolution and the text of the 
amendments contained in the annex to all Contracting Governments to the Convention; 

5  ALSO REQUESTS the Secretary-General to transmit copies of this resolution and its 
annex to Members of the Organization which are not Contracting Governments to the 
Convention. 
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ANNEX 

AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL CODE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND 
EQUIPMENT OF SHIPS CARRYING DANGEROUS CHEMICALS IN BULK  

(IBC CODE) 

CHAPTER 2 
SHIP SURVIVAL CAPABILITY AND LOCATION OF CARGO TANKS 

2.9 Survival requirements 

Paragraph 2.9.2.1 is replaced by the following: 

".1 the waterline, taking into account sinkage, heel and trim, shall be below the 
lower edge of any opening through which progressive flooding or 
downflooding may take place. Such openings shall include air pipes and 
openings which are closed by means of weathertight doors or hatch covers 
and may exclude those openings closed by means of watertight manhole 
covers and watertight flush scuttles, small watertight cargo tank hatch covers 
which maintain the high integrity of the deck, remotely operated sliding 
watertight doors, hinged watertight access doors with open/closed indication 
locally and at the navigation bridge, of the quick-acting or single-action type 
that are normally closed at sea, hinged watertight doors that are permanently 
closed at sea, and sidescuttles of the non-opening type;". 
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